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Rackheath Parish Council Meeting 

On Monday 18th December 2017 at 7.30 p.m. 

In the Pavilion, Green Lane West, Rackheath 

Present: Emma Whymark (Chairman), Tracy Buckley, Simon Hunt, Rebekah Hughes, Paula 

Lowe, and Sam Youngs. 

In Attendance: Diana Dring, Parish Clerk  

Public: 0 

1. Co-option of a new Parish Councillor 

Paula advised that she and Julie had met Chris Yates following his application to join 

the Parish Council and recommended that he be co-opted as a new Parish Councillor, 

seconded by Tracy and unanimously approved. Agreed to invite Chris to join the 

Council at the next meeting in January.    

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies for absence were received from Julie Hunt, Pippa Nurse, Brian Gardner and 

District Councillor Vincent Tapp  

  

3.    Declarations of Interest  

Fran and Paula declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 as Directors of the 

Rackheath Community Trust  

 

4.    Adjournment of the meeting for Public Participation and reports from the District 

Councillor and the Police 

Fran gave a report as District Councillor and advised that recycling in the district was 

going well although it still caused confusion for some people regarding suitability of 

items for recycling. A meeting had been held with Taylor Wimpey regarding their 

proposed planning application for land west of Green Lane West, during which the 

allocation of open space had been discussed and the alternative possibility of providing 

a commuted sum to the Parish Council. A formal application was expected shortly, 

possibly to include a public presentation of the plans. 

Tracy commented on the traffic issues caused by the chicane on Green Lane West 

where traffic is reduced to one land causing traffic issues with cars not following the 

priority signs. Clerk to ask Highways to look into this. 

The Police were unable to attend but sent a crime report listing six offences in 

Rackheath in November, comprising one assault, one domestic harassment, one 

dwelling burglary, one theft, one criminal damage and one theft of a motor vehicle. 

   

5.    Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 20th November 2017 

The minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting of 20 November were approved as 

a correct record on the proposal of Rebekah, seconded by Tracy. 
 

6. Report of any matters arising from the minutes not on the agenda and the Parish 

Clerk’s report 

No matters arising and the Clerk’s report was noted 

 

7. Receipt of the Parks and Leisure Committee Meeting Minutes of 13th November 

2017 and to consider a report and recommendations from the Parks and Leisure 

Committee meeting of 13th December 

The minutes of the previous PLC meeting of 13th November were received on the 

proposal of Tracy, seconded by Paula 

 



36 
 

i) Pavilion Plan- tenders & revisions 

Tracy advised that four tenders had been received from contractors for the Pavilion 

building work, which were in the anticipated cost range but would need to be reviewed 

by the Project Manager. Tracy proposed that the Parish Council agreed to go ahead with 

the Pavilion Plan in principle, but ask the Project Manager to revise the plan to include 

improvements to the storage access and capacity and to section off the smaller meeting 

room with a corridor and move the kitchen door; and to defer the car park and patio 

work until further funds from building developments were available. Rebekah seconded 

Tracy’s proposal and it was approved. Revised building quotes to be considered by the 

Parish Council when available for approval. 

ii) Youth Football Scheme 

Tracy reported that the Committee had meetings with Wroxham Football Club and 

Dussindale Football Club about using the pitches and develop a youth scheme in 

Rackheath. Both teams had been asked for a more detailed proposal and depending on 

the response the Committee may go ahead with arrangements to advertise and set up 

taster sessions with Wroxham FC in February 2018. 

iii) Pavilion funding applications  

Clerk was working with Norfolk Football Association to progress the application for a 

grant for the changing room extension. 

Sport England funding of the community room extension required the Parish Council to 

provide further evidence of public consultation that the facility would be well used. 

Tracy proposed approval of a draft questionnaire circulated to Members and that 

Members ask neighbours, friends and family to complete it and return to Tracy by the 

end of January 2018. Seconded by Paula and approved. 

As the Sport England grants were over-subscribed and may be difficult to obtain, Paula 

proposed that the Parish Council have an alternative funding source of a loan from the 

Public Works Loans Board, who provide low interest rate loans for local authorities 

which would be repayable from Section 106 open space funds if spent on the Pavilion. 

Paula proposed that the Clerk make an enquiry to Norfolk Association of Local 

Councils for their consideration of a £100,000 loan, seconded by Tracy and approved. 

iv) Business Plan review of land use at Stracey Playing Field  

Following consideration of suggestions by representatives from Sport England, Active 

Norfolk and the Norfolk Football Association, the Parks and Leisure Committee had 

concluded that the Multi Play Sports Area (MPSA) was redundant and they had 

recommended that it should be removed and replaced with a grassed picnic/play area or 

similar, which the previous public survey had shown there to be support for. It was also 

recommended in due course to progress the suggestion of removing the hedge on the 

right- hand side of the bowling green and replace with a fence in the green to provide 

more space to accommodate a play area behind the pavilion and provide better access to 

the rear car park area. Both recommendations were approved on the proposal of Fran, 

seconded by Rebekah. Clerk to arrange meeting with the bowls club to discuss and get 

quotes for removal of the MPSA.   

8. Neighbourhood Plan Projects and Infrastructure Group meeting report and 

recommendations  

Sam introduced the report of the Neighbourhood Plan Group meeting held on 28th 

November, which included a planning update from Ben Burgess, Broadland District 

Council Planning Projects and Landscape Manager.  
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i) New village sign at Salhouse Road from Norwich Distributor Route (NDR) 

The Parish Council approved the recommended format for a village sign using a white 

gates design on the proposal of Paula, seconded by Fran. 

ii) Change to the parish boundary between Salhouse and Rackheath 

On the proposal of Sam, seconded by Paula the Parish Council approved the 

recommendation not to support Salhouse Parish Council’s proposed boundary change 

on the grounds that the proposal had no benefit to Rackheath residents, the time and 

cost of the referendum process in both parishes was not justifiable, it would add extra 

responsibility and potential cost to Rackheath, the land was closer to Salhouse 

settlement than Rackheath, the Masterplan had not been approved and a change was not 

necessary as there were no issue with the current boundary. It was agreed to review the 

position when the Masterplan was approved.  

iii) Creation of new footpath from Wilkinson Road to Jubilee Park to improve 

access to school  

The Parish Council agreed not to support the suggestion of a new footpath on the 

proposal of Sam, seconded by Simon, largely due to the potential negative effect to the 

neighbouring properties and potentially causing parking problems on Wilkinson Road.  
 

9. Rackheath Community Trust proposal concerning the future use of the Cabin on 

Salhouse Road 

Fran advised that the Community Trust had discussed the long-term use of the Cabin 

following advice from Broadland District Council (BDC) that they needed to pass over 

responsibility to a community organisation by March 2019. BDC were only prepared to 

refurbish, provide a telephone line and ramp if the Community Trust agreed to take it on. 

The Parish Council has been the main user of the Cabin holding two committee meetings 

there per month and potentially having a weekly public parish office there.  

The Community Trust had calculated that they needed an income of £1,000 per year to 

cover the Cabin running costs and it was proposed that they would need to charge the 

Parish Council £5 per hour if they were to take on responsibility for managing the Cabin. 

Members briefly discussed the future use of the refurbished Pavilion, which could have 

an office facility when it was rebuilt. It was agreed to defer the matter and review again 

in February 2018. 

 

10. Approval of the Parish Council Budget for 2018/19 and confirm the Precept 

The Parish Council were presented with 2018/19 financial breakdowns showing 

projected Budget Expenditure of £63,425, Income £22,208, Earmarked Reserves of 

£55,173 and anticipated General Reserves of £13,541.  Expenditure less income and 

general reserve showed the basis for precept requirement of £38,676.  

Following consideration of the change to an average Band D Council Tax rate resulting 

from an increase in the Precept, the 2018/19 Budget and a Precept of £38,000 was 

approved on the proposal of Tracy, seconded by Paula and unanimously agreed.  

 

11. Planning Matters to consider 

i) Receipt of the Planning Committee meeting minutes of 20th November 2017 

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 20th November 2017 were received 

on the proposal of Simon, seconded by Paula.  

ii) Report from the Planning Committee meeting of 18th December 2017 

Simon advised that the Committee had reviewed two planning applications, an amended 

plan in Luscombe Way, which was considered at the previous meeting and no further 

comments were added and an application for a studio and covered walkway at 20 Vera 
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Road was approved but with queries about potential noise disturbance to neighbours and 

fire risk associated with wood working activity. 

 

12. Accounts 

i) Approval of Payments  

The following payments were approved on the proposal of Rebekah, seconded by Paula; 

D Dring  Nov Salary basic payment              £815.58   

D Dring  Additional hours £169.93 + expenses £348.57          £518.50  

HMRC   November Tax & NI                          £436.73 

Norfolk Pension Fund November Pension Contributions                    £383.23 

E On   Electricity at Doctors Surgery                 £86.34 

Garden Guardian  Grounds Maintenance – Nov charge  

+ spraying car park, turf laying at Playing Field  

+  Highways delegated verge cutting £2760          £3,773.90 

Norwich Cleaning Ser     Pavilion Cleaning November                                     £115.20 

ii) Monthly bank reconciliation 

The monthly bank reconciliation to 30 November 2017 showing a total bank balance of 

£74,557.10 was noted. 
 

13. Correspondence and agree response (if any) 

BDC Planning Enforcement   

NCC- NDR updates 

Community Action Norfolk – Newsletter 

Broadland Community Grants- news 

BDC- Planning Enforcement 

Norfolk ALC- various Newsletters & Information 

Taylor Wimpey- re draft proposal for Green Lane West  

BDC- Annual Town & Parish Meeting 24 Jan 2018 

NCC- Budget Consultation closes 2 January 2018 

Groundwork re Grants from Tesco’s Bag for Life 

Norfolk Constabulary – re Rackheath incident 

NPTS -Training & Networking opportunities 

Resident about overgrown trees in open space off Eva Rd 

Resident about cutting verge on Green Lane East 

Notification of light out at USAAF marker- resolved by contractor 
 

14. Public Right to Reply- adjournment of meeting for public to comment  

None present 

15. Items for publication/media and items for the next Parish Council meeting on 22nd 

January 2018 

Budget and Precept to be published in next Newsletter due Jan/Feb. 

Updates on Pavilion, Youth Football, Consultation at next PC meeting    

 

16. Resolution to exclude Press and the Public in order to discuss matters where 

publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential 

nature under the provisions of Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, that is outstanding accounts 

Not required as no public present 
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17. Action to deal with overdue accounts 

Members discussed an overdue account, approved action to obtain payment and to put a 

lock on the Multi-Play Sports Area (MPSA) while the matter was resolved  

 

 The meeting concluded at 8.52pm 

 

  

 
 


