
Rackheath Parish Council Meeting 

On Monday 19th March 2018 at 7.30 p.m. 

In the Pavilion, Green Lane West, Rackheath 

Present: Emma Whymark (Chairman), Tracy Buckley, Pippa Nurse, Simon Hunt, Paula 

Lowe, Rebekah Hughes, Fran Whymark and Sam Youngs. 

In Attendance: Diana Dring, Parish Clerk 

Public: 3 

 
1. Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received from Chris Yates, Brian Gardener and Julie 

Playford   

 
2.    Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

Declaration of Interest received from Sam in item 11.i regarding a payment due to him 

to reimburse expenditure on Parish Council goods.  

 
3.    Adjournment of the meeting for Public Participation and reports from the District 

Councillor and the Police 

A report from the Police was received listing the nine crimes reported in the Parish 

during February, which were three Actual Bodily Harm, two Common Assault, three 

Making Off Without Payment and one Send letters etc. with intent to cause distress. 

There were a total of 33 calls taken by the Police Control Room regarding the Parish. 

Fran had nothing to report from Broadland District Council other than that the 

Rackheath Masterplan had been approved by Cabinet to go forward to the full Council 

in April. 

Members of the public asked about the Masterplan and the proposed provision of 10% 

level of affordable housing being less than the usual 33% required by the District 

Council. Fran explained that the Masterplan was a framework for housing at this stage 

and it would be expected that this figure would rise as detailed planning applications 

were made and that at least double that should be secured. He emphasised the need for 

affordable housing to give local people the chance to buy homes in the Parish. 

A question was asked about the plans for Newman Woods but that was due to be 

discussed later in the meeting. 

A query was raised about the pathway  

Concern was expressed about the plans to reduce the size of the bowling green to 

provide extra recreational space behind the planned Pavilion extension. Tracy explained 

the need for a community space that was available to all and that a compromise was 

needed. The Chair commented that this would be a tough decision and that the Parish 

Council had a responsibility to meet the needs of the whole village. A member of the 

public commented that there used to be a spare rink for public use 

 

4.    Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 19th February 2018 

The minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting of 19th February 2018 were 

approved as a correct record on the proposal of Paula, seconded by Sam. 

 
5. Report of any matters arising from the minutes not on the agenda and the Clerk’s 

report 

There were no matters arising and the Clerk’s report was noted 

 



6. Receipt of the minutes of the Parks and Leisure Committee meeting of 12th 

February 2018 and a report and recommendations of the Committee meeting of 

12th March 2018  

In the absence of the Parks and Leisure Committee Chairman, Tracy presented the 

minutes of 12 February 2018 for receipt, approved on the proposal of Paula, seconded 

by Fran. 

Tracy to present the report of the latest Parks and Leisure Committee meeting which 

included- 

i) Cost and Income Projections for the new Pavilion  

Draft budget figures for the new Pavilion had been drawn up showing the building 

cost, revised charges, potential 5-year income and expenditure and the funding 

required. It was agreed that the Finance Advisory Group should look at these in 

more detail and report their recommendations to the Parish Council.  

ii) Pavilion Funding  

Sport England Community Asset Fund application would be submitted by the end 

of the month and the Football Foundation application would follow depending on 

the response from Sport England.  

Other than a Broadland Community Grant there were no other grants available for 

the Pavilion building costs so the Parish Council would need to borrow from the 

Public Works Loan Board. Paula suggested the Open Space Fund could be partly 

used to help fund the Pavilion and replaced at a later date rather than over-

borrowing. It was agreed that the Finance Advisory Group should consider this 

option too when they reviewed the budget.  

It was noted that Ben Burgess, Broadland District Council Planning, Projects and 

Landscape Manager would be attending the Neighbourhood Plan Projects and 

Infrastructure Group meeting on Monday 26th March to advise about the income the 

Parish Council is likely to receive from Section 106 and Community Infrastructure 

Levy relating to planned developments in the Parish, which would repay over 50% 

of the Pavilion costs. 

iii) Outstanding Debts 

It was noted that the outstanding debt was being repaid and that further action was 

not needed at this stage.  

iv) Youth Football Scheme  

Tracy advised that the last Youth Football Taster session on 24th February had been 

cancelled due to snow and that Wroxham Football Club were progressing the 

scheme with the help of trainers and parent volunteers. 

v) Other Matters 

The meeting with the Bowls Club and plans for the Bowls Green were noted. 

7. Report and recommendation from the Neighbourhood Plan Projects and 

Infrastructure Group regarding a Newman Woods display and the Parish 

Council’s response to the Greater Norwich Local Plan consultation 

Pippa presented a report of the Neighbourhood Plan Projects and Infrastructure Group 

meeting, which had recommended that: 

• Broadland District Council’s proposed plans for the improvement of the Newman 

Road woods should be presented to the public for consultation at the Annual Parish 

Meeting on 25th April 

• The Parish Council should respond to the GNLP consultation by objecting to any 

additional development areas in Rackheath resulting from the ‘call for sites’, as 



detailed in the meeting notes; and that any new housing required should be built in 

the A11 corridor.  

Both recommendations were approved on the proposal of Tracy, seconded by Paula. 

Pippa invited all Members to attend the next Neighbourhood Plan Group meeting on 

Monday 26th to receive a report from Broadland District Council planning officers 

about the Masterplan and infrastructure funds arising from the housing developments. 

  

8. Highways issues in Rackheath 

Brian had been in touch with the Norfolk County Council local Highways Engineer but 

was not present to provide a report. It was agreed to put an item on Facebook asking the 

public if they had any issues and also signposting them to report issues direct to NCC. 

 

9. Planning Matters to consider 

i)   Response to the revised Rackheath masterplan (GT16) development 

Broadland District Council Cabinet had approved an amended North Rackheath 

Masterplan on March 12 and this would go forward for full Council approval. Members 

agreed to invite BDC Planning Manager to provide a update on the Masterplan to the 

Annual Parish Meeting. 

ii) Receipt of the Planning Committee meeting minutes of 19th February 2018 

On the proposal of Simon, seconded by Sam the previous minutes were received by the 

Parish Council. 

iii) Report from the Planning Committee meeting of 19th March 2018 

Simon gave a report of the Planning Committee meeting, which had considered 6 

planning applications, three commercial and three residential, and raised no objections.  

Simon advised that the Planning Committee had not been able to use the projector that 

had been previously borrowed to show plans and asked if the Parish Council would 

approve the purchase of a projector that could also be used for the new Pavilion 

function room. Sam advised that the type of projector required for both purposes would 

cost about £625. On the proposal of Tracy, seconded by Rebekah the purchase of a 

projector was approved. 

 

10. The adoption of a General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) Policy to include 

appointment of a Data Protection Officer and a Committee 

Members had been circulated with a report and recommendations, draft policy and draft 

terms of reference for a GDPR committee. Following discussion, on the proposal of 

Paula, seconded by Sam, it was agreed that, 

• The Parish Council acting as the Data Controller appoint the Clerk as Data 

Protection Officer and that this duty should be added to the Clerk’s Job Description 

and Contract of Employment.  

• The DPO to carry out information audit and follow procedure in report 

• Parish Council Standing Orders to be amended and training arranged for 

Councillors 

• The Parish Council adopt the GDPR Policy 

• Members of the Parish Council Communications and Engagement Advisory Group 

form the Data Protection Committee under the Terms of Reference provided 

 

11. Accounts 

i) Approval of Payments  

The following payments were approved on the proposal of Fran, seconded by Paula 

  D Dring                        Feb Salary SO payment             £815.58       

  D Dring  Extra hours £266.78 + expenses £474.68        £741.46  



  HMRC                  Feb Tax & NI                                £504.96 

  Norfolk Pension Fund  Feb Pension Contributions                            £424.95 

  SLCC     Annual Membership          £147.00 

 Garden Guardian    Grounds Maintenance – Feb charge         £545.90 

               Norwich Cleaning       Pavilion Cleaning February                       £115.20 

               Fresh Air             Football catering & flyers           £152.40 

               E.On             Surgery Electricity (DD)          £247.53 

               E.On             Pavilion Electricity (DD)          £252.69 

               Sam Youngs             New Website             £55.88 

ii) February Bank Reconciliation 

The Bank Reconciliation for February showed a total bank balance of £63,571.55 

including unpresented cheques. 

iii) Parish Council Budget Report to 28 February 2018 

Budget report was noted 

iv) Solicitors advice regarding Stracey Playing Field application for Land Registry 

charges 

The solicitors had advised that the estimated fees for the work involved in the Land 

Registry application had been revised to £1,000 plus VAT and disbursements.  

Following discussion it was agreed to respond expressing the Parish Council’s 

disappointment in the increase and to query the amount of time involved. 

v) Request for a donation from the Church for a Norfolk Day event 

On the proposal of Paula, seconded by Simon it was agreed to make a donation of 

£50 towards the Church’s planned Teddies Bears Picnic to be held on Norfolk Day, 

27th July 2018. 

 

12. Correspondence  

BDC Planning Enforcement   

NCC- NDR updates 

Community Action Norfolk – Newsletter 

Broadland Community Grants- news 

BDC- Parish Pages- newsletter 

Norfolk ALC- Newsletters & Information,  

Civic Voice- War Memorial News 

Cliff Jordon, NCC leader- Vision for Norfolk 

Keep Britain Tidy- Spring Campaign 

BDC- Highway comments to Taylor Wimpey planning application 

GNLP update 

BDC- Business Rates 2018/19 

Resident information regarding fireworks found in the Jubilee Park 

Police Newsletter 

PCC request for donation 

 
13. Public Right to Reply- adjournment of meeting for public to comment  

No comments 

 
14. Items for publication/media and items for the next Parish Council meeting on 16th 

April 2018 and the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 25th April 

Highway issues, Newman Road Woods display 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15pm  

 



 


