
Minutes of the Parks & Leisure Committee Meeting  
Held on Monday 14th May 2018 

in The Cabin, Salhouse Road, Rackheath  
Present:  Brian Gardner (Chairman), Paula Lowe, Tracy Buckley and Rebekah Hughes and guest Lee 
Robson, Chair of Wroxham Football Club  
In Attendance: Diana Dring (Parish Clerk) 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

Sally Hoare, Broadland District Council Community Infrastructure Co-ordinator sent apologies.  

Co-opted Members Bailey Tuddenham, Callum Lace and Claire Gardner did not attend.  

 

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 9th April 2018 and any matters arising 

The minutes of the previous meeting of 9th April were approved on the proposal of Tracy, 

seconded by Paula. Members noted that a display of Pavilion plans was provided at Annual 

Community Meeting on 25th April and they received support from those attending.  

The Clerk had contacted Dor2Dor for cost of distributing Rackheath Live sponsorship leaflets to 

businesses on the industrial estates but had received no response.    

3. Update from Wroxham Football Club 
Lee Robson reported that as a result of the football tasters and subsequent weekly training 
sessions run by Wroxham FC, they would be entering 

• Children from Rackheath and the surrounding areas would be forming four new youth teams 
into the leagues, - Under 7’s, Under 8s, Under 9’s and Under 10’s. Under 6’s would continue 
to train but not enter a league and Under 12’s team was being developed.  

• Adult support from parents was good and volunteers had come forward to provide admin 
and catering support and train as Coaches and a Welfare Officer.  

• Training currently took place on Saturday mornings between 9.30 and 11.30 at the playing 
field and would continue to mid-July and start again in mid-August. 

• Teams would need to play on Sunday morning but would have to fit in with adult games 

• Need to look at creating an additional ¾ size pitch at the top of the Playing Field and put a 
storage container for the youth team’s equipment on the hard standing in the corner 

• Need to look at the cost to mark out a junior pitch over one of adult pitches in blue. Lee 
agreed to ask WFC groundsman about pitch preparation work.,  

• Lee offered to play the Parish Council £1,000 for the use of the pitches by the 5 anticipated 
youth teams, which would be paid at the start of the season. This would include access to 
the field for training during the week and games and training at weekends.    

The Chairman congratulated Lee on the success of the youth programme at the Stracey Playing Field 
and asked Lee to keep the Parish Council advised of progress via the Parish Clerk and the vice versa. 
Lee left the meeting. 
 
4. Stracey Sports Park Updates on  

i) Pavilion Development 
Following queries raised by the Parish Council regarding the Project Manager’s time and his 
charges during the Pavilion building work, he had clarified that the remaining balance of 
payment for his services would be £1800, which included provision for monthly site visits during 
the build to meet with the Contractor to agree Valuations, prior to raising monthly invoices. 
There would also be a "set-up meeting" and a snagging meeting and follow up on completion. 
He would ensure the Health and Safety file was completed for handover. 
The PM had advised that it would useful to have plans for the underground water supply if they 
were available. Brian advised that as there had been changes to the original water supply since 
the Pavilion was built the more recent plans would be relevant. 



ii) Pavilion Funding Applications 
An initial response had been received from the Public Works Loan Board application for a loan 
of £105,000 which had highlighted the need for public consultation regarding the increase e.g. a 
household survey. NALC had advised the actions taken were sufficient and that the PC waiting 
for the official response and emphasised the public consultation undertaken.  

 The response from Community Facebook showed that some people were not aware of the 
potential uses of the Pavilion and an explanation was needed about the purpose, timing, cost 
and funding, survey results etc. Clerk to produce draft Parish Newsletter for distribution 
The Sport England Community Asset Fund application for £50,000 was considered by their Panel 
on 10th May and a response was expected by 18th May. 
The first stage of the Football Federation application had been approved and the Clerk was 
working with Sally Hoare and Ian Grange (Norfolk FA) to submit the information for the next 
stage. The football clubs had been asked for letters of support.  
Broadland District Council Community Infrastructure Fund loan agreement was being prepared 
by the BDC solicitor but required info from the building contractor. 

iii) Youth Football Scheme 
Agreed PC needed to look at preparing an additional ¾ pitch on the playing field and extra over- 
marking – Clerk to ask grounds contractor for cost. The £1,000 fee offered by Wroxham FC was 
in line with £175 youth pitch fee; based on 5 teams it would equate to £166 per team + VAT).    

iv) Any other matters 
An inspector from the Football Association had provided a free survey and Pitch Improvement 
Programme. He said that overall the pitches were in ‘decent condition typical of normal wear 
and tear. He had made recommendations regarding mole removal, moving the pitches over- add 
extra goal sockets, weed treatment, mowing regimes and slow release fertiliser. It was agreed to 
forward the report to the grounds contractor and Clerk to get quotes for mole treatment. 
The Clerk advised there had been no response to the complaint to NP Law about the delays in 
the Land Registry application except that the website shows the application still ‘in progress’. 
Clerk to follow up with call to Land Registry.   
 

5. Jubilee Park 

i) Rackheath Live Update 

Rebekah was congratulated on her successful grant application to the Norfolk Community 

Foundation for a grant of £2,000 from BDC Community at Heart Grants towards the cost of the 

staging at Rackheath Live. Agreed that the Clerk and Rebekah should sign the agreement. 

Members went though the arrangements for Rackheath Live including the stall bookings and 

provision of barriers (Brian to supply). On the proposal of Tracy, seconded by Paula it was agreed 

to purchase 8 plastic rubbish bins (rather than rent them) at a cost of £95.20 including delivery. 

Paula advised that she had paid BDC for the bar licence, which would need to be displayed at RL. 

Tracy advised that the school had entered a Jamie and Jimmy Pizza Oven competition to be 

provided in the school at the time of Rackheath Live, which if successful would attract more 

people. Tracy also mentioned the opportunity to provide an Outdoor cinema on the Saturday 

evening using the RL staging.  

ii) Any Other Matters 

A request had been received to use the Jubilee Park for Bootcamp, starting on 14 May and the 

Clerk had confirmed the charge for this. The providers had put up a notice on the fence at the 

top of the park and members would review this to see if it was suitable. 

6. Next meeting 11th June 2018 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm 


